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Top Appeals of 2020 from the Ontario Court 
of Appeal  
Civil Litigation 

 

             

Webcast 

Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021| 5:30 pm to 7:45 pm 

 
Location: Webinar Only 

Agenda: 5:30 pm Program Commences 
7:45 pm Program Concludes 

This program contains: 
1hr 45m of Substantive Content 

30m of Professional Content 
 

The OBA has been approved as an Accredited Provider of  
Professionalism Content by The Law Society of Ontario. 

Now in its fifth year, “Top Appeals” invites you to hear from counsel who have acted on some of the key civil litigation appeals 
decided by the Ontario Court of Appeal this past year. You will hear diverse points of view and gain unique insights during our 
discussion of some of the Court’s top decisions, and their impact on the law and your practice. All litigators, whether in-house or 
external counsel, will benefit from the topics and issues that will be examined here. 
 
Join us for this valuable discussion and keep yourself up to speed on key jurisprudence.  
 
Program Chairs:  John Polyzogopoulos, Blaney McMurtry LLP 
   Chloe Snider, Dentons Canada LLP 
   The Honourable Benjamin Zarnett, Court of Appeal for Ontario 

 

2020 Update from the Bench 
The Honourable Benjamin Zarnett, Court of Appeal for Ontario 

Justice Zarnett to discuss the events of the past year and how COVID-19 has changed the functioning of the Court (appeals heard in 

writing, oral argument through Zoom, electronic filing and new formatting of documents, what the future holds after the pandemic has 

passed) 

 

Advocacy Practice Tips from the Court: 

Girao v. Cunningham, 2020 ONCA 260  

OZ Merchandising Inc. v. Canadian Professional Soccer League Inc., 2020 ONCA 532 

 Welton v. United Lands Corporation Limited, 2020 ONCA 322 
Jordan Goldblatt, Adair Goldblatt Bieber LLP 

Sara Erskine, Weintraub Erskine Huang LLP 

• Joint trial briefs 

• Expert evidence 

• Duties of court and counsel when there are unrepresented parties 

• Striking jury notices 

• Length of Factums and Decisions 

Negligently Designed Financial Products – A New Age in Product Liability? 
 Wright v. Horizons ETFS Management (Canada) Inc., 2020 ONCA 337 

Seumas Woods, Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP 

Alistair Crawley, Crawley MacKewn Brush LLP 

Elizabeth Bowker, Stieber Berlach LLP 

• The legal framework for negligence claims for economic loss 

• Recognized categories of negligence claims for pure economic loss 

• The duty of care analysis where there is no established duty of care and discussion of latest pronouncement from the SCC - 1688782 

Ontario Inc. v. Maple Leaf Foods Inc., 2020 SCC 35 

• Does this case create a seventh recognized category of negligently designed financial products? 

Developments in Insolvency Law – Priority of Construction Trust Claims and Landlord Claims in Bankruptcy 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.canlii.org%2fen%2fon%2fonca%2fdoc%2f2020%2f2020onca260%2f2020onca260.html%3fautocompleteStr%3d2020%2520ONCA%2520260%26autocompletePos%3d1&c=E,1,1Ew5nPABVMwdOd7QrfZcgECP99-aDSJr7qf_do0xxCN5nPN__p3BeumD2QE387z-I1huREwb5RUay5VbWXT4sryOX08MKlfL-xXaZOlNOllgmA,,&typo=1
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/decisions/2020/2020ONCA0532.pdf
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/decisions/2020/2020ONCA0532.pdf
https://www.ontariocourts.ca/decisions/2020/2020ONCA0322.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.canlii.org%2fen%2fon%2fonca%2fdoc%2f2020%2f2020onca337%2f2020onca337.html%3fautocompleteStr%3d2020%2520ONCA%2520337%26autocompletePos%3d1&c=E,1,tF6mIh51qEFwEqSmhO9o3NWKoRIA0ZW8Pn2dd1Soxwzdy5adYDTp5u7hykzo0HsYlBxWt2_e3ZgcliJC4ya-GKaW_lScno7McYbWaKb9Dex1Meg0U1ZJKBpan0lm&typo=1
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 Urbancorp Cumberland 2 GP Inc. (Re), 2020 ONCA 197  

7636156 Canada Inc. (Re), 2020 ONCA 681 

Ken Kraft, Dentons Canada LLP 

Kevin Sherkin, Miller Thomson LLP 

D.J. Miller, Thornton Grout Finnigan LLP 

• Priority of trust claims under ss 9(1) of the Construction Act in bankruptcy/insolvency 

• Letters of credit and the autonomy principle as it relates to landlord claims 

• A discussion of landlords’ claims in bankruptcy, trustees’ disclaimers of leases and the rights of secured creditors in bankruptcy 

• What are the implications of these decisions for stakeholders moving forward? 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.canlii.org%2fen%2fon%2fonca%2fdoc%2f2020%2f2020onca197%2f2020onca197.html%3fautocompleteStr%3d2020%2520ONCA%2520197%26autocompletePos%3d1&c=E,1,3QDBnXQEaygpz9jEZf-itloO7UehKeGEjSnl-IY6hxdjcVHqb7j8AGH9VgL_kAo0RSCy1gpXP0SWycnm5y_fzzlnohRUc_QjJ9TvFlYjuS6Q1RF7yfJC1L8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.canlii.org%2fen%2fon%2fonca%2fdoc%2f2020%2f2020onca681%2f2020onca681.html%3fautocompleteStr%3d2020%2520ONCA%2520681%26autocompletePos%3d1&c=E,1,wXR6JQ154LrGaBUEJEHSZrBI_4Eq8EN69f9XfCQe8cajMjZyo5c-5glrXy8NxJqOb72LUpXXnPtJgzTMc8X6Srz7XME43r8SU329fz7uiw,,&typo=1

