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Chair’s Message 

Melanie Yach 

Another OBA calendar year is in full swing and on behalf of our 24-member strong 
Trusts & Estates Section Executive, I want to extend a warm welcome to this year’s first 
Deadbeat issue. I have no doubt you will find the articles and case comments included 
herein both interesting and relevant.   

I want to take this opportunity to highlight some of important work our Executive 
members are engaged in, to thank them for their efforts on our collective behalf and to 
invite each of you to weigh in and comment on our Sections’ activities.  

• Our Statutory Review Committee reviews, analyzes and reports to the Section 
(via the Executive) regarding proposed legislative and rule amendments which 
will impact your practice.  At any given time, committee members juggle various 
important initiatives.  By way of example, this year’s committee recently 
reviewed and commented upon proposed amendments to the Professional 
Rules of Conduct.  The committee is chaired by Vince De Angelis and is 
comprised of Laura West, Marina Mussani, Elizabeth Bozek, Wendy Templeton, 
Anne Elise Alexander, Sean Lawlor, Irit Gertzbein, Caroline Abella and Barry 
Corbin.   

• Our Trusts and Estates Bench and Bar Advisory Committee meets regularly 
throughout the year with representatives from the judiciary, the Ministry of the 
Attorney General’s Office and aligned professional organizations to consider and 
discuss issues relating to the operation of the Toronto Estates List.  This year’s 
committee members include Paul Trudelle (chair), Debra Stephens, Megan 
Connelly, Eric Hoffstein, Danielle Joel and Jane Martin.    

• Our Estates List Committee serves as a conduit for the flow of information 
between the Toronto Estates List Office and trusts and estates practitioners.  
Committee members meet periodically with Estates List staff to discuss issues of 
interest and concern to “front-line” users (e.g. the turn-around time on 
applications for Certificates of Appointment).   John O’Sullivan chairs the 
committee this year with help from Megan Connelly, Paul Trudelle and Danielle 
Joel.   
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• Our Deadbeat Committee (chaired this year by Lucinda Main) solicits and edits 
articles and oversees the publishing of 4 to 5 Deadbeat newsletters each year.   
Lucy is supported this year by Megan Connelly, Marina Mussani, Jessica 
Feldman and Wendela Roberts.    Contributions to Deadbeat are always 
welcome!!!   

• Our Brown Bag Lunch Committee (chaired by Paul Trudelle, supported by Mary-
Alice Thompson and Megan Connelly) co-ordinates our increasingly popular 
Brown Bag Lunch series, which is run on the third Tuesday of every month.  
Practitioners from across Ontario meet (whether in person or via conference call) 
to discuss issues of common concern and to share the benefit of their collective 
wisdom.   

• Our Section Program Committee has another fantastic lunch series planned for 
2012-2013.  As in year’s past, the 2012-2013 series offers useful CLE on topical 
issues and (as importantly) an opportunity for members of our Section to 
network face to face over lunch.   Ameena Sultan chairs the committee this year 
which includes Laura West, Jessica Feldman, Wendela Roberts, Elizabeth 
Bozek and Clare Burns.  

• Our Technology Liaisons (Eric Hoffstein and Diane Vieira) are poised to roll-out 
the OBA Trusts and Estates Section LinkedIn discussion group over the next 
number of months.   Invitations to join and to participate in on-going discussions 
of interest to trusts and estates practitioners will be sent out shortly.  Stay tuned 
for further details! 

• Members of our CLE Programming Committee work with together with the OBA 
and aligned OBA sections to develop and present CLE programs of interest to 
busy trusts and estates practitioners. Jane Martin is the chair of this year’s 
committee which includes Ameena Sultan, Andrew Sader, Eric Hoffstein and 
Diane Vieira.    

• Finally, Ed Upenieks and John O’Sullivan are busy finalizing the program for this 
year’s Annual Institute, scheduled for February 7, 2013 at the Toronto Harbor 
Castle Westin Hotel.      

We are always looking for feedback on how the Executive is performing and how it 
might work more effectively for the members of the bar that it represents.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me or any other member of the Executive if you have comments, 
concerns or praise - we would love to hear from you!!!     

Sincerely,  

Melanie Yach  

 


